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A t IFAJ, I sat down with Henry Heald, a 

veteran farm journalist and communications 

professional, to get his perspective on agricultural 

journalism in Canada. Heald first began covering 

agriculture when he joined the Canadian Press in 

1966. Recently he contributed a chapter to Media 

Values, published by the International 

Communications Forum, an organization that 

promotes media ethics.   

  ñI guess Iôve come to the conclusion that if 

anybodyôs going to save the world, itôs going to 

have to be the news media because theyôre the only 

group that has everybodyôs ear,ò says Heald. 

ñSome people argue that journalism isnôt a 

profession, itôs a craft. But itôs more than a craft, 

itôs a responsibility.ò 

  A person only needs to tune into the evening news 

to see the lack of balanced reporting in the 

mainstream media. 

  ñSo often the news media starts off with the 

attitude that if it bleeds, it leads. Maybe the good 

stories are just as important as the bad ones.  So 

why donôt we tell some good stories and if there 

are bad stories to tell, balance them with what 

people are doing to solve the problem,ò Heald says. 

While the farm media generally doesnôt subscribe 

to the ñif it bleeds, it leads,ò philosophy, we might 

ask ourselves if we sometimes advocate too much 

for the agriculture industry. I asked Heald directly 

whether agriculture journalism is generally 

balanced. 

  ñYou donôt find very much in the farm papers 

thatôs critical of any part of the agriculture 

industryéfor a lot of them, their agenda is to help 

farmers become 

better farmers. 

The Ontario Milk 

Producers 

produces a 

wonderful 

magazine. They 

take a stand 

against the 

government on 

issues like supply 

management and 

stuff like that. I donôt know whether there are any 

aspects of the industry itself they should be getting 

after. I guess I became almost the same way. It 

seemed to me that there were lots of good stories to 

tell,ò Heald says.  Whatever their beat, all 

journalists should make sure their reporting is 

balanced and responsible, Heald states. 

  ñYou can tell a story that expresses controversy 

on an issue without badmouthing somebody whoôs 

involved in it. Donôt destroy somebodyôs character, 

somebodyôs reputation, when you donôt have to,ò 

Heald says. Honesty about oneôs own motives, and 

a desire to find the stories about people living the 

values we need in our society, are also 

characteristics of a good journalist. 

  When asked what advice he would give young 

journalists, Heald tells a story about Bill Porter, 

founder of the International Communications 

Forum. As Porter was on his deathbed, his family 

gathered to catch his last words. 

  ñWith his dying breath, he said, ócheck your 

sources.ôò  
 
This article was originally published at www.genomealberta.ca 

The state of farm journalism 
By Lisa Guenther 

http://icf.iofc.org/node/49060
http://icf.iofc.org/node/49060
http://icf.iofc.org/
http://icf.iofc.org/


 2 

 

THE FARM JOURNALIST, NOVEMBER 2011  

Here & There 

R on Friesen retired in July after 23 years at the Manitoba Co-operator. On June 29, his Co-operator 

and Farm Business Communications colleagues gave him a sendoff reception, and presented him with a 

slightly modified copy of that week's front page, featuring a few of Ron's famous Mennonite jokes. That 

was Ron's second reception of the week ð he and his wife Gail celebrated their 40th anniversary at a 

restaurant in Winnipeg the previous weekend. 

Taking over from Ron is Shannon VanRaes (centre photo). Originally from a farm in Ontario, 

Shannon has been a reporter for the Portage Daily Graphic and the Winnipeg Sun, and was most 

recently in a communications position with the Government of Manitobaôs Executive Council. Shannon 

will be based in Winnipeg. 

Alberta Farmer Express also has a new reporter, based in Pincher Creek. Originally from Winnipeg, 

Sheri Monk got the farm writing bug while working in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, where she ran her 

own weekly called The Badger. The southern Alberta location gives Sheri the chance practise her hobby, 

which is studying and photographing rattlesnakes.  
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Announcement 
 
CFWF is currently 

investigating the possibility 

of running professional 

development webinars for 

our members. If you have 

any topic ideas or 

suggestions, please send 

them to Christina Franc at 

office@cfwf.ca 
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Experiencing New World Agriculture 

I tôs been about two months since many of us gathered in Ontario 
for the 2011 congress of the International Federation of Agriculture 

Journalists. We were extremely pleased that so many CFWF 

members were able to join us as we hosted our first congress since 

1967.  

Our goal was to give our international guests, as well as visitors 

from other parts of Canada, a chance to learn about Canadian 

farming and its issues through presentations by experts, as well as 

tours filled with stops that provided many story opportunities about 

our theme, Experience New World Agriculture.  Based on the 

complimentary feedback and comments weôve received from 

delegates in many different countries, we more than succeeded.  

Although the congress was hosted in Ontario, it was truly 

national in scope. Thank you to all of you who supported us  in 

some way ï whether by attending, speaking, sponsoring, 

volunteering during the event, being part of a planning committee 

or just being hospitable and welcoming to our international 

delegates. We appreciate your help and we couldnôt have done it 

without you. 

On our congress website, we have to date collected more than 40 

blog posts, articles and videos in five different languages that IFAJ 

delegates have written and shared with us about their Canadian 

experiences. If you have any pieces youôd like to share, please 

email them tolilianschaer@agrifoodprojects.ca and weôll add them 

to our growing collection. Youôll find more information about the 

tour in the next few pages. 

By Lilian Schaer, IFAJ Co-Chair 

mailto:lilianschaer@agrifoodprojects.ca
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IFAJ Memories 
With so much going on: pre-tours, post-tours and everything in between, itôs impossible to mention all 

the things we saw, all the people we met, so here are the top three moments from different parts of the 

event. 

Tamara Leighôs Top IFAJ Moments 

 

Learning how they use falcons to control starlings at Bob Radhawaôs 

blueberry farm on the BC pre-congress tour.  

 

Singing Hallelujah with the Hospitality Suite Choir on Saturday night. 

 

The ice wine tasting at Jackson-Triggs. Who knew a glass could make 

such a difference!? 

Falcons are used to control starlings in B.C.  

Photo courtesy of Tamara Leigh 

Kelly Daynardôs Top IFAJ Moments 

 

Iôve got so many memories from the week that was IFAJ 2011 but here are a 

fewé 

The reality of what we had accomplished came clear for me on Sunday, 

September 11. I had been invited to a dinner of the Bootcamp and 

Masterclass delegates at a farm outside of Guelph. I got there while the 

group was out on a wagon ride and was standing on the farm laneway 

when they crested a small hill on their way back for dinner. Suddenly, 

there they all were: IFAJ friends from the U.S.A., Switzerland and the 

Netherlands along with international delegates from as far away as the 

Congo and India. They had actually come. They were actually here. And 

the congress was about to start. It gave me goose bumps. 

 

Sometimes itôs the non-verbal moments that also leave a lasting 

impression. In a hospitality suite this year, I was treated to a performance 

by a Ukrainian delegate who is also a very talented amateur magician. He 

speaks very little English (and my Ukrainian leaves a lot to be desired) 

but it was a wonderful, magical (literally) moment that could never be 

recreated. 

 

I loved the way that delegates mixed with 

each other. For the entire week (accents 

aside), it was virtually impossible to tell 

which delegates were from abroad and which 

were from closer to home. This point was 

reiterated in the week following the congress 

with the dozens of Canadian/ international 

Facebook ñfriendingsò that I watched taking 

place. 


